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OVERVIEW OF PLAN
City of Kankakee joining Cities United
While attending a National League of Cities 
conference during March 2018, there was a double 
homicide in the City; two victims of gun violence. 
When I shared with my fellow mayors what 
happened, our instructor informed me about the 
national Cities United initiative and assured me of 
resources to help address the issue of gun violence.

Listening sessions
Approximately three dozen neighborhood listening 
sessions and meetings with community leaders were 
held involving over 250 youths and adults. One of the 
most critical themes was that city residents were not 
aware of the many educational and employment 
opportunities available.

We Are Who We Have Been Waiting For



STRATEGY
GOAL: To increase public safety 
for all City of Kankakee residents.

OBJECTIVE: To improve outcomes 
for young African-American men
and boys in Kankakee through 
neighborhood engagement.

ACTIONS:
1) Provide Kankakee residents with 
suggestions for organizing block
parties, youth activities, and other social 
events to get to know their
neighbors.

2) Encourage neighborhood groups to 
identify what they love about
where they live and to create ways to 
express their neighborhood pride.

3) Encourage adult residents to volunteer 
to serve as mentors and
assist with youth programs.





STRATEGY
GOAL: To decrease the number of 
African-American boys and men 
under 25 years of age in custody 
and re-offending

OBJECTIVE: To prevent and 
address childhood trauma related 
to violence through healthy 
relationships and behavioral 
development.

ACTIONS:
1) Initiate a “Forgiveness” campaign in 
partnership with area faith communities 
and youth service providers to lead youth 
through a process to forgive someone in 
their lives who is at the root of their 
anger.

2) Partner with Project SUN to strengthen 
and unify efforts to help children, 
adolescents, and their families access 
mental health services.





What Does Forgiveness Affect?

• Psychological
• Social
• Economical
• Educational
• Physiological



Forgiveness can lead to:

• Healthier relationships
• Improved mental health
• Less anxiety, stress and hostility
• Lower blood pressure
• Fewer symptoms of depression
• A stronger immune system
• Improved heart health
• Improved self-esteem

What Are the Benefits of Forgiving Someone?
Letting go of grudges and bitterness can make way for improved health and peace of mind.

• Increased attendance
• Significant progress
• Decreased incidents
• Improved morale
• Higher retention rate
• Increased parent relations
• Reduced stress for the team



STRATEGY
GOAL: To foster greater school 
success and expanded 
employment opportunities for 
young African-American men
and boys in Kankakee.

OBJECTIVE: To make clear 
pathways to equitable 
educational outcomes and 
sustainable employment more 
accessible.

ACTIONS:
1) Continue to provide African American Civic Leaders 

Scholarships to youth.

(2-6 on next slide)



2) Promote Kankakee School District’s programs and 
recognize student accomplishments via the City’s 
communication outlets.

3) Partner with workforce development organizations, 
such as Kankakee Workforce Services and Samaschool, 
to provide training and opportunities for young adults 
to engage in the “Gig Economy.” 
4) Encourage area employers to provide internships 
and afterschool/seasonal employment to city high 
school students.

5) Promote teen and adult participation in JUMP, the 
Juvenile Mentoring Program for Kankakee County 
youth formed in partnership by Kankakee Area YMCA, 
Kankakee County Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Kankakee County State’s Attorney’s Office.

6) Partner with the Kankakee County State’s Attorney 
to offer expungement opportunities for young adults.



EARLY SIGNS OF SUCCESS
Strong convening power among key stakeholders and within community.

May 2019, Frank Kosman was hired on as Kankakee Police Chief.

City partnered with Kankakee School District #111 to secure a $500K Community 
Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Grant.

Kankakee United partnered with Reverend Aaron Clark to launch Forgiveness 
Campaign.

Success directly related to gun violence – KPD still receives “shots fired” calls, 
however as of August 13, 2019 there has been ONE death that resulted from gun 
violence this year in our city and three homicides total.



CONTACT INFORMATION

Meet Us at the Sankofa Marketplace to Learn More

citykankakee-il.gov

Mayor
Chasity Wells-Armstrong, MSW, CADC
City of Kankakee
Office: 815.933.0500
mayor@citykankakee-il.gov

City Lead
Debra Mayconich Baron, PhD
Director, Project SUN
Community Foundation of Kankakee River Valley
815.953.2819
debra@cfkrv.org

Community Outreach Coordinator
Miya Graham, MSW
City of Kankakee
Office: 815.933.0513
Cell: 815.922.0666
mngraham@citykankakee-il.gov

Cities United Fellow
Gabe Moore
gabemoore378@gmail.com
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