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CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MARCH 4, 2013      7:00 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Good evening.  I’d like to call this meeting to order.  At this time it’s my pleasure to ask Rev. Jess Gathing from Zion Gate Missionary Baptist Church to come forward and lead us in prayer.  

REVEREND GATHING: 
Never give a preacher a mic. If we could all please bow our heads, please.  Dear heavenly Father, we come tonight and we just want to thank You, Father.  Thank You for each and every soul that’s made its way out here tonight dear heavenly Father.  Dear heavenly Father, we pray now for.......for this City government, dear heavenly Father.  We pray for the Mayor and we pray for its lawmakers, dear heavenly Father and we even have prayers for those that are sitting here that are  citizens, dear heavenly Father.  Dear heavenly Father, we pray that tonight that be done in decent and in order, dear heavenly Father.  We pray that they will continue to do Your work and to uplift this City, dear heavenly Father.  We ask that.........we ask that everyone would just join us and work together and we could make this a great place to live, dear heavenly Father.  Touch the hearts, touch the minds of all the people here tonight.  And, this we ask in Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  At this time, I’d like to ask the children from the Lincoln Cultural Center Montessori Magnet Program, ah, to come forward and lead us in the Pledge.  Their principal is here with them, Miss Deb Dilks.  Several parents.  

YOUTH FROM MONTESSORI SCHOOL AND ALL:
 Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Do the parents need another minute?  Gosh, you guys must be famous.  Thank you.  Thank you, very much.   At this time, we’ll move to the Public Comment portion of the meeting.  Ah, please give your name, direct your comments to the Mayor.  They are limited to five minutes. No personal attacks upon City Council members, staff, or other persons in attendance or absent will be permitted.  Discussion of matters which are under legal review will not be permitted.  The first person who has signed up, Alisha Clark.

ALISHA CLARK:
Good evening everyone and thank you, Mayor.  It’s good to see everyone here this evening.  I’ll cut straight to the chase, if you will.  As the Mayor said, my name is Alisha Clark and I’m making an appeal to you on behalf of my position with the Marriage, Inc. organization which is located on the campus of Olivet Nazarene University in Bourbonnais.  For those of you who may not be familiar with Marriage, Inc., Marriage, Inc. is an organization through Olivet that actually partners with community organizations, churches and pastors to actually provide marriage strengthening efforts and resources to the community.  What we found, though, in those efforts, one of our biggest problems in this country–no surprise to many of you I’m sure–is divorce.  But, what we found in examining, ah, the high levels........high rates of divorce in our country and it has a number of socio-economic backlashes associated with that.  But, inside problems with marriage, sometimes things that are effective in one culture are absolutely ineffective in another.  So, inside Marriage, Inc., we’ve actually developed cultural initiatives to address specific issues as they pertain to specific cultures on their having marital issues.  One of the first initiatives that we’re launching is with the black community and it’s entitled Black Marriage Week.  That’s scheduled to kick off actually March 17.  Ah, inside the black community–I’ll just share this with you–on a global perspective, again we know that there’s a high divorce rate.  Inside the black community, our struggle isn’t so much with high divorce rates.  Our struggle is with the fact that our people don’t get married.  Seventy percent of children that are born inside the African-American community are born to single parents.  And, that’s not to take anything away from those single parents who have successfully raised children.  They are to be commended for that.  But, stats show and research shows, that in communities that have higher levels of marriage, they have lower rates of crime.  They have better schools.  They have greater income stability.  And, in communities where the marriage rates are low, quite the opposite is evident.  And, I think we....we...we’ll see evidence of that here even in our own City.  So, with those things just on an introductory means to give you an idea of what we’re looking at doing, we’ve launched Black Marriage Week which again is scheduled to launch March 17.  Communications have been sent to various members of the City to actually ask your support of Marriage, Inc. and Olivet with this initiative.  Primarily, it’s because the demographic, the primary demographic that we’re looking to work with in this effort, is located inside the City of Kankakee. While we say it’s entitled Black Marriage Week, there are measures and programs and initiatives even inside that that are appealing to the single population to give them information on the benefits of marriage and to just help encourage a behavioral change with regard to, ah, to marriage and to not being married and making effective choices inside and outside that relationship.  We’ve, ah, been fortunate in securing some corporate sponsors for this event.  Ah, the local McDonald’s Corporation, for instance.  The Black McDonald’s Operators Association out of Chicago is one of our major sponsors.  The Daily Journal is one of our sponsors, just to name a few.  Ah, sponsorship levels are requested at $1,000 to $10,000.  And, again, we are just asking that the City of Kankakee would give this, ah, effort that is very much needed in our community your most sincere attention because we could really use your support.  I am located at Olivet.  Again, my name is ALISHA CLARK.  If any of you have any questions of me, I am more than happy to try to answer them as best I can.  Thank you for your time.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Mrs. Clark, we will have your request on the agenda for the next Council meeting.  

ALISHA CLARK:
The event starts March 17.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I know, but you can count on us to provide a donation to your organization.

ALICIA CLARK:
Thank you.

ALDERMAN COX:
Mrs. Clark 50% of marriages end up in divorce.  It’s outrageous.  It’s across the country. Fifty percent of the marriages end up in divorce.

ALISHA CLARK:
I understand that.

ALDERMAN COX:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you very much.  The next item.........ah, the next person who is signed up to speak.  Lydia Witkowski.  You can stand there.

LYDIA WITKOWSKI:
I’m here tonight to, ah, I guess address an issue that I have.  I manage a local bar located at 383 W. Station Street, and, ah, we’ve......we have a problem that the building owner was, ah, Jimmy LaCost, so the property has been seized by the IRS due to the fault of the property owner, not to the business.  Ah, I have called to reach out to you at your office and I was shut down.  Ah, I was trying to see how do we go about maybe moving the business, ah, to a different location, maybe a better location, a better area. And, ah, I was told by, ah, by Nancy that it wasn’t possible, that the liquor license stays with the building.    

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s correct.

LYDIA WITKOWSKI:
So, ah, I had spoke to a couple other people and they told me that it is possible.  That there has been quite a few licenses moved in just the last couple weeks.  So, I guess.........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I will be happy to speak to you about this.  This is not really something that is discussed here at the Council meeting.  I believe the one question we did ask you though was, where were you considering moving?  And, you could not provide us with an address at that time.

LYDIA WITKOWSKI:
No, I.....I did have.......well, I told her that I was looking into a couple of the places and I just needed to know if it was possible because in the statute of the liquor license it says that it can be moved with permission of the........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
.........the Liquor Commissioner, that’s correct.  

LYDIA WITKOWSKI:
.......the Liquor Commissioner which would be you, yes.  That’s why I.......I called or I reached out to you just to see how to go about it, how to do anything.  We have thirty days to move the business.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I understand that.  But, also, we need a location that you’re contemplating moving to before we can make a decision. 

LYDIA WITKOWSKI:
I’ve got...

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Not here.  Okay?  If you’ll call my office tomorrow I’d be happy to speak to you about this.  

LYDIA WITKOWSKI:
Okay, ‘cause I’ve been calling for like the last two weeks just for a meeting..........just for anything.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Well, you didn’t have all the information.  Okay?

LYDIA WITKOWSI:

Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.

LYDIA WITKOWSKI:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
James Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, ma’am.  Good evening everyone.  I’m James Stokes, citizen of the City of Kankakee.  And, I have three items........three issues that I’d like to make mention of.  First thing is the Fire.........the Police Chief.  Chief, I personally want to thank you and your department.  Decreasing this incident and crime in our ward.  I just want to hold it up and show our list is gettin’ shorter and shorter and I thank you, Chief.  Thank you so much.  I see you walkin’ the beat, you doin’ what you got to do.  You got.....you got thumbs up from the 2nd Ward and I thank you for that.  The second thing I’d like to speak about is our neighborhoods.  Ah, we startin’ to see a lot of political signs in our neighborhood and that’s about the only effort that we really seein’ that’s in our neighborhood.  We’d like to see somethin’ other than political signs in our neighborhood, Mayor.  We like to see clean alleys.  We just askin’ for the simple things.  And, I’m not gonna’ ponder much on that.  And then, the last thing, Mayor.  Hopefully, this will not come back to bite us and that is that SAFER Grant.  We not hearin’ anything about the SAFER Grant.  And, ah, I been up here numerous of times, many other people in our community been up here numerous of times, Mayor, and we never get a response.  To any of this stuff that we bring out.  I never get anything.  It seem like, say it and then let it go away.  We like to have some response.  We like to know that you payin’ attention.  We like to know that you are receivin’ our message.  And, if we get somethin’ back ‘cause if I’m for sure we leave our name, address and phone number.  And, I know I have.  So, if possible, can we get some type of response back from some of the stuff that we come up here and speak out?  You changed it from Speak Out to Public Comments.  If we can get some feedback in writing, we’d really appreciate it.  And thank you so much.  Thank you, everyone.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Bill Yohnka.

BILL YOHNKA:
I wanted to just take a moment to speak tonight as a representative of the 2nd Ward–as a citizen there.  And, not as my City employee role tonight, that, ah, I tried to search for the right word after our last meeting here.  And, I think it was, ah, turned from frustration to sad that my ward was being represented the way it was.  And, I think it was indicative of the situation when you saw the newspaper story a couple days after.  There was coverage of a terrific event at the Kankakee Public Library about Tuskegee Airmen.  We had one of the original Tuskegee Airmen here in Kankakee.  Amazing.  Answered questions.  Students asked him questions.  I don’t know how many more years we’ll be able to do that sort of program because those members of our larger community are losing.....we’re losing them.  We also had 24 students who received scholarships that the Mayor tirelessly made phone calls and wrote letters and appealed to businesses to support our young people who are the future of our community.  And, once again, as what happens here, that, and no fault to The Journal, was upstaged by what we saw.  And, I was saddened by that ‘cause I knew all those people who came there that night–and what a great night it was for the City–and that.......upstaging that were the antics that we have here at our meetings.  One last thing.  It’s a real simple thing you learn in Economics 101.  The idea of opportunity cost.  Every time you do something, there’s a cost to it.  My getting up here and speaking, there’s a cost to it.  The cost is, when there’s no money that’s exchanged, the cost is the other things that you could be doing.  I could be down making notes on my piece of paper over there in this situation.  In our Council, what is the opportunity cost of not following parliamentary procedure?  Of not having some civil discourse?  I think we have some amazingly brilliant people in this room.  And, I want them to shine and I want them to lead us.  And, I feel like that’s the cost, is that they’re not able to, when we have these distractions.  Thanks.

ALDERMAN COX:
Mr. Yohnka........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Joanie Liesenfelt.

ALDERMAN COX:
....newspaper business in it to make money.  Your father........

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman, you are out of order.  This is Public Comment portion.

JOANIE LIESENFELT:
Isn’t this closer than it usually is?  Okay.  Hi. I just wanted to mention two things.  The first one–that are New Business on the agenda.  Ah, the first one is, ah, about renewing the aggregation program for electrical load, excuse me, which is good, but, I just, ah, as I understood it, First Energy does this great thing and gives a grant back to the cities.  Ah, I think all of them either a lump sum, like an extra check, or.....

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
No.  The City did not participate.  It’s.....

ATTORNEY BOHLEN:
No. No.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The City did not participate.  

JOANIE LIESENFELT:
Oh, okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
It’s called a public donation and we chose not to do that........

JOANIE LIESENFELT:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
So, all of the savings would go right to the residents.  

JOANIE LIESENFELT:
Okay, ‘cause I know they do that to certain.......thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
They offer it.  You don’t have to take it.  We chose not to take it.  

JOANIE LIESENFELT:
Well, thank you.  Yes, I did read that too, so, okay thank you.  And, that’s good.  And, that’s why the price was so low?  Yes.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That’s correct.  That’s absolutely correct.

JOANIE LIESENFELT:
Yes, I did look at it. And, I think it’s been a good program.  So. Okay.  And the second thing was I just wanted to, ah, mention about the appointment........ah, there’s an appointment to the Police and Fire Commission tonight which looks great.  And, I just, ah, wanted to, ah, mention that, ah, the statute, you know, requires like in reading the statute, the State Stature,  asks that you have the people on the board sign an affidavit saying that they’re a member of a party or so.  Now I don’t think there’s any question about the members that are there now.  Ah, and the new appointment.  But, ah, I just would put that out for your consideration that maybe to set an example for in the future how this is handled.  Looks like it was, you know, a good appointment that I don’t know, ah, that’s the statute says that we’re supposed to do that, but.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Actually, Mr. Jones, because he ran for office under the Democratic Party has already affirmed his allegiance to that party.

JOANIE LIESENFELT:
That’s good.  Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
So, I think that suffices perhaps.

JOANIE LIESENFELT:
Yes, I wasn’t saying that there was something....yes.  So thank you very much.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You’re welcome.

JOANIE LIESENFELT:
Thank you for handling that and making a good appointment.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


PRESENT: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:  Regnier; Young; Spice; Bohlen; Simms; Tyson; Banasiak; Cross; Gordon; Bertrand; Yohnka (11) 


ABSENT:   Power (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  I will now entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the February 19, 2012, meeting....................2013 meeting.  Should be 13.  Sorry.




We’re not going back a year.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, I had some free time and I read the, ah, the minutes.  There were many dubious and ludicrous statements made without facts, but I’m sure all of you read those minutes and I.........hopefully, we won’t have any Council meetings like that in the future.  Ah, ‘cause I think it gives the City a bad name.  Therefore, I move to approve the minutes as recorded.

ALDERMAN THOMPSON:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion made by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Thompson to approve the minutes of the February 19, 2013, meeting.  Are there any additions or corrections?  Hearing none, all those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 19, 2013

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The minutes are approved.  There are no Petitions.  Moving onto Communications, the Kankakee Area Jaycees are requesting financial sponsorship for their Annual Easter Egg Hunt on the Courthouse lawn.  I don’t see a request amount.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Well, in keeping with past practices, ah, I move that we allocate and approve $250.00 to the Kankakee Area Jaycees.  

ALDERMAN JONES:
Second it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Jones to approve, ah, the request from the Kankakee Jaycees in the amount of $250.00.  Are there any questions?  

ALDERMAN COX:
I got a question.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Cox.  

ALDERMAN COX:
You and this Council reduced the price to $150.00.  Stay with it.  Do not change because of 30 people.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson (13)


NAY:
Cox (1) 

KANKAKEE AREA JAYCEES ARE REQUESTING FINANCIAL AND/OR 

MATERIAL SPONSORSHIP FOR THE SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 2013 FREE 

EASTER EGG HUNT ON THE COURTHOUSE LAWN   $250.00

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Ah, Standing Committees.  Code.  Alderman Tall.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Yes, Mayor. There, ah, there’s one correction under attendance........ attendees.  Alderman Stokes was present, otherwise the minutes are self-explanatory.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Okay, we will add that to the Committee minutes.  Thank you.  Report of Officers.  Do I have a motion to approve the payment of the bills?

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Yes, Mayor.  I want to point out that the funds are coming out of five different accounts this time.  So, I would move that we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in those proper accounts and pay the bills in the total amount of $1,974,656.06.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.  Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson  (12) 


ABSTAIN: Stokes (1)


PRESENT:   Cox (1)

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $1,974,656.06

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda under New Business is the recommendation to award the contract in the amount of $39,857.50.  That’s the base bid and an alternate $2,000.00 bid to Einfelt Construction.  This is for the storm sewer outlet repair on River Street.  I think we’ve discussed this at the Council before.  There is property on River Street.  It’s a vacant lot.  We have a storm sewer that runs underneath that property.  That storm sewer is in total disrepair and it is our responsibility to repair it.  And, those are the.....that is the low bid and you can see the other estimates, ah, there in your proposal.  Do I have a motion.....

ALDERMAN JONES:
Motion to approve.  

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Second it.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Jones, seconded by Alderman Stokes to approve the recommendation to award the bid to Einfelt Construction.  Any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 

RECOMMENDATION TO AWARD THE CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$39,857.50 (BASE BID OF $37,857.50 PLUS ALTERNATE “A” BID OF $2,000.00) 

TO EINFELDT CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR THE PROPOSED STORM SEWER 

OUTLET REPAIR/RECONSTRUCTION ON RIVER STREET, TEI JOB NO. E12084

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is an Ordinance amending Chapter 30, our street, sidewalk and other public property Ordinance.  Ah, this Ordinance really speaks to removing obstructions that are in the right-of-way.  Ah, we’re noticing a proliferation of people who are putting up all kinds of business signs, things without, ah, permits.  They have no right to block the right-of-way.  This would allow public works to pick up those signs.  They are to be stored for 72 hours and then you can pay a fine if you’d like to reclaim them.  This in no way impacts political signs.  This is strictly other signage that is in the right-of-way.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Motion to Suspend the Rules.

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage.   Seconded by Alderman Davidson.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, move this Ordinance be placed on its Final Passage and Pass.  

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Davidson to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.  Any questions?

ALDERMAN COX:
You said it didn’t pertain to political signs.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Political signs are exempt.

ALDERMAN COX: 
I think political signs is violatin’ the Code Ordinance.

CLIFF CROSS: 
I think what she’s..........

ALDERMAN COX:
Mr. Cross.  I’m talkin’.

CLIFF CROSS:
Okay.

ALDERMAN COX:
I see some political signs is in violation of the Code.  It’s too large.  Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Mr. Cross, would you like to address that?

CLIFF CROSS:
I’d be happy to respond to that.  Alderman Cox, this is referring to obstructions  in the right-of-way.  When you start talkin’ about political signs that are placed on private property, that falls under Chapter 11 of the Zoning Ordinance. And, the Mayor is absolutely correct that those signs fall under the exemption section of that Ordinance.  And, it does restrict political signage in square footage per the Zoning District.  You can have a larger one in a Commercial Zoning District than you can in a residential.  If you have any individual concerns about a political sign, I would be happy to look into it based on the size not for the content.  So, if you have a specific site, I would be happy to look into it for the underlying Zoning District

ALDERMAN COX:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  We have a motion and a second on the Floor.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Question.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Question, Alderman Stokes.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Yes, ma’am, ah, I think the biggest thing we concerned with is the obstruction.  If that political sign or any other sign.......

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman, right now we are discussing this Ordinance.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Right.  We talkin’ about....

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
That has nothing,...

ALDERMAN STOKES:
........obstruction, right?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We are talking about this Ordinance.  We are not talking about a Zoning Ordinance.  Totally different.   Totally different.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
We talkin’ about removal of street obstruction.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman.  Political signs are in the Zoning Ordinance.  That is not the Ordinance we are addressing this evening with this change.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Mayor, I understand that.  I understand that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The conversation right now, we have a motion and a second on THIS particular item on the agenda.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Question.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 30 (STREETS, SIDEWALKS, AND OTHER 

PUBLIC PROPERTY) OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE MUNICIPAL CODE

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is an Ordinance authorizing for us to go out to bid again on the electric aggregation.  As you’re all aware, we entered into this program last year.  We were the first community to do so.  Ah, the aggregation will not expire until early this summer.  This only gives us the authorization to go out to bid again and to see what the market will bear and then we will certainly come back to you with that information.  So, I do have a motion to Suspend the Rules.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
I would like to make that motion to Suspend the Rules.  However, that lady asked a question earlier and I think it should be clear that all the savings will go to the customers–to the citizens of Kankakee.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Absolutely.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
With that being said, then I make the motion that we Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of this Ordinance.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Second it, your honor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Hunter.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
So moved.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Hunter.  Are there any questions?

ALDERMAN COX:
I got a question?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Cox.

ALDERMAN COX:
A statement to make. It was a lot of confusion over last year.  I think we should ask the Aqua–water company–to put something in the mail for the people–do not sign any other company.  I know some folks that got confused and they signed and they was penalized.  They didn’t get the discount.   

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you, Alderman.

ALDERMAN COX:
Ask Lee Provost to write a good article about it. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  Any other questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF AGGREGATION PROGRAM FOR ELECTRICAL LOAD

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Ah, just one thing, ah, this falls under License and Franchise.  I.......I feel like, you know, we certainly can ask Aqua to put stuff or insert in their mailers to address that one issue  because I agree with Alderman Cox there was a lot of confusion.  A lot of people signed a lot of things they should not have signed.  And, they need to know they don’t do anything unless they’re going to opt out. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Correct.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
That they need to know.  And, I agree if we can do that, I’m for it.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We’ll make sure that we do something, Alderman.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Thank you.  The next......

ALDERMAN JONES:
Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Alderman Jones.  

ALDERMAN JONES:
Could you make sure that it’s in English and Spanish?

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Yes.

ALDERMAN JONES:
Thank you.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
You’re welcome.  The last item is the appointment of Doug Jones to the Police and Fire Commission.

ALDERMAN HUNTER:
Mayor Epstein, as you indicated, ah, during the Public Comment section, this will give a full compliment on the Police and Fire Commission.  They’ll be three.  Willie Ames, Jess Gathing and now Mr. Jones.  I move that we concur with the appointment of Douglas Jones to the Police and Fire Commission.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Hunter, seconded by Alderman Osenga to approve the appointment of Douglas Jones to the Police and Fire Commission.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Jones; Davidson (12)


ABSTAIN:   Stokes (1) 


NAY:
Cox (I believe there’s a conflict.  He’s on the Kankakee County Housing Board and the City of Kankakee has an agreement with the County.  I vote no.) (1)

APPOINTMENT OF DOUGLAS JONES TO POLICE AND FIRE COMMISSION

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Moving onto Motions and Resolutions, the first item is a Resolution authorizing us to intervene, once again, in a pending assessment appeal for the Riverwoods Preservation L.P.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN BARON:
I so move.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
I think we need a unanimous second on that.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
I’d be happy to.  A unanimous second the appending appeal for the Riverwoods Assessment.  Ah, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14)


RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERVENTION IN THE PENDING ASSESSMENT APPEAL OF RIVERWOODS PRESERVATION, L.P.  (DOCKET NO. 10-01193)

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  The last item on the agenda is a Resolution authorizing the execution of the agreement for the Kankakee River Valley Regatta.  This is between the City of Kankakee, the Park District and the Kankakee Valley Boat Club.  As many of you know, ah, this is a premier event that takes place every Labor Day.  Those of you who grew up here as I did, hearing those boats on the river really sort of signifies the end of summer.  And, ah, it brings in people to this community from really all over the country.  So, I would like a motion to approve the Resolution.

ALDERMAN CURTIS:
Mayor, I make a motion to approve.

ALDERMAN STOKES:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Curtis, seconded by Alderman Cox to approve the Resolution.  Oh, I’m sorry–Alderman Stokes to approve the Resolution authorizing the execution of this document.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Brown; Hunter; Curtis; Baron; Thompson; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Osenga; Linneman; Stokes; Jones; Davidson; Cox (14) 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THE KANKAKEE COUNTY 

BOAT RACE ASSOCIATION KANKAKEE RIVER VALLEY REGATTA AND 

FESTIVAL THREE PARTY AGREEMENT

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion carries.  Motion to adjourn?

ALDERMAN SWANSON:
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
Motion by Alderman Swanson.........

ALDERMAN COX:
Mayor.

ALDERMAN TALL:

Second.

ALDERMAN COX:
I asked you for an Executive Session tonight.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
The Executive Session was not requested in time to place it on the agenda, Alderman.

ALDERMAN COX:
Yes, it was.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
No, it was not.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN:
We are adjourned.
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