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CITY COUNCIL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 8, 2015    7:00 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Good evening.  I’d like to call the meeting to order, and ask for Norman Gaskin from the Shabach Global Ministries to come forward and lead us in a prayer.

NORMAN GASKIN:
Dear gracious God, we thank You for this opportunity to come together pertaining to the business for this community.  We ask that You would make it excellent and accomplish what needs to be accomplished on tonight with all having the right spirit and the right attitude of accomplishment.  We speak it to be so in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  We thank you in advance.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  We’ll do the Pledge.

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS AND ALL:
Pledge of Allegiance

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Before we go on with the roll call, we certainly want to wish a speedy recovery to Alderman Davidson.  I’m sure most of you know that he has been ill.  We have sent flowers on behalf of the City Council and the Mayor and I’m happy to report that Pat Power is doing better.  He’s been in the office just for a couple of hours.  He has a doctor’s appointment today and would not be able to be at Council, but he is on his way back.  So, nobody else get sick.  We’ve had enough.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:

PRESENT:   Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy (13)  


ABSENT:   Davidson (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:


PRESENT:  Regnier; Young; Kubal; Bohlen; Doyle; Tyson; Cross; Bertrand; Yohnka; Schmitz (10) 


ABSENT:    Power (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Moving onto Communications.  These are pretty normal.  So, if we could consolidate A, B.........oh sorry.  I flipped my agenda over too quickly.  This is a quick meeting, but not that quick.  I need a motion to approve the minutes of the August 17, meeting.

ALDERMAN TETTER:
So moved.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Are there any additions or corrections to the minutes?  Hearing none, all those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 17, 2015 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The minutes are approved.  Ah, there are no Petitions.  Now we may consider the Communications. We have items A through H.  Most of them are street closings and a couple of noise permits.  Do I have a motion to consolidate?

ALDERMAN O’BRIEN:
So moved.

ALDERWOMAN GALL:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman O’Brien, seconded by Alderman Gall.  Are there any questions?  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

ST. PATRICK’S CATHOLIC CHURCH AT 428 SOUTH INDIANA AVENUE IS 

REQUESTING STREET BLOCKAGE OF WEST HICKORY STREET BETWEEN INDIANA

AVENUE AND HARRISON AVENUE ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2015, FROM 

6:00 A.M. UNTIL 11:00P.M. FOR THEIR ANNUAL HALF PADDY FESTIVAL

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH AT 298 SOUTH HARRISON AVENUE 

IS REQUESTING STREET CLOSURE OF THE SOUTH HALF OF THE ALLEY 

LOCATED BETWEEN THE 200 BLOCK OF SOUTH HARRISON AVENUE AND 

THE 200 BLOCK OF SOUTH CHICAGO AVENUE FOR A PARISH PICNIC AND 

LATINO NEIGHBORHOOD OUTREACH TO BE HELD ON SUNDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2015, FROM 8:00 A.M. UNTIL 4:00 P.M.

ST. TERESA CATHOLIC CHURCH AT 361 NORTH ST. JOSEPH AVENUE IS 

REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOST A TWO-MILE FELLOWSHIP WALK DURING 

THEIR PARISH FESTIVAL ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2015, FROM 12:00 NOON 

UNTIL 1:00 P.M.

KANKAKEE COUNTY HUMANE FOUNDATION IS REQUESTING STREET 

CLOSURE OF SOUTH EIGHTH AVENUE FROM WEST CALISTA STREET TO 

WEST CHARLES STREET FOR THE 2015 FURRY FALL FESTIVAL WALK AT THE 

CIVIC AUDITORIUM, 803 SOUTH EIGHTH AVENUE, ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2014, FROM 8:00 A.M. UNTIL 4:00 P.M.

REQUEST TO CLOSE OFF THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE FARMERS’ MARKET 

FOR CRÈME OF THE CROP CATERING TO PARK THEIR FOOD TRUCK FOR A DINNER 

FOR THE KANKAKEE HIGH SCHOOL HOMECOMING PARADE CELEBRATION ON

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2015, FROM 11:00 A.M. UNTIL 2:00 P.M.

JOSE LUIS PINA IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT FOR A WEDDING TO BE HELD 

AT  143 SOUTH THIRD AVENUE ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2015, 

FROM 4:00 P.M. UNTIL 10:00 P.M.

MARIA OROZCO IS REQUESTING A NOISE PERMIT AND STREET CLOSURE 

OF THE ALLEY FROM BETWEEN 443 SOUTH FIFTH AVENUE AND 463 SOUTH 

FIFTH  AVENUE TO 547 WEST BOURBONNAIS STREET FOR BIRTHDAY PARTIES 

TO BE HELD AT 463 SOUTH FIFTH AVENUE ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2015, FROM 3:00 P.M. TO 10:00P.M.

RIVERVIEW HISTORIC DISTRICT IS REQUESTING STREET CLOSURE OF 

SOUTH WILDWOOD AVENUE FROM EMORY STREET TO COBB BOULEVARD 

FOR A NEIGHBORHOOD STREET PARTY TO BE HELD IN THE 1000 BLOCK OF 

SOUTH  WILDWOOD AVENUE ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2015, FROM 

4:00 P.M. UNTIL 7:00 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
The Communications A through H are approved.  Standing Committees.  Economic Development. Alderman Curtis.

ALDERMAN CURTIS:
 Mayor and Aldermen, you have in your packet the minutes from our past meeting.  I just wanted to highlight a couple things.  Brownfield Grant Sub-Committee did meet and we identified another 23-25 properties that potentially could fit under that grant.  And, Cliff Cross and Alderman Faford did attend the meeting–Brownfield, ’ll call it convention– and came away with a lot of good information that they’re going to present at the next meeting.  We also had our 1st Ward project a week ago Sunday and the crosswalk was done at Schuyler Avenue and Oak Street and came out very well.  And, want to thank everybody for coming out and participating on that day for that.  And, then, also we did talk about as we hear about some of the unfortunate layoffs or plant closures within the County, ah, it was talked about that we’ll discuss at future meetings, but maybe as a committee and Aldermen, we’ll start discussing with a lot of our current industries, going back to a retention program.  That’s been done in the past.  It’s probably been several years, but we try to be a little proactive and see if there’s any concerns with industries within the City of Kankakee instead of reactive.  So, we’ll be going forward with that and discussing it at the next meeting.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you, Alderman.  Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
There will be no License and Franchise meeting for this coming Thursday.  It’s in your packet.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay.  Alderman Curtis, just as an aside on the retention, I do go on those visits and it might be appropriate, maybe when I do visit the industries that are within the City, that I provide all of you with a brief synopsis of that meeting, ah, because I think that would keep you informed of the current state of the industries that I’m visiting.  

ALDERMAN CURTIS:
That would be excellent.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
So, that might be something I need to share.   

ALDERMAN BARON:
Mayor.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Alderman Baron.

ALDERMAN BARON:
While we’re on this, as far as committee meetings, typically Budget would have met next Monday, the 14th, but because of a regional national meeting, ah, Budget will meet on the 16th which is a Wednesday.  Same time, same place.  5:15 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Thank you.  Yes, there’s a GFOA, I believe, conference that Elizabeth and Maureen are going to.  Any other announcements?  Okay, let’s move onto paying the bills.  I need a motion to approve the paying of the bills.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:
Your honor, I would move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $647,701.35.

ALDERMAN TALL:
Second the motion.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Are there any questions on any of the bills?  These are a bit higher than we’ve seen because of several insurance payments that, ah, if you’ll look at, we have our auto, property and liability insurance.  We have a workman’s comp payment.  So, it is a tad higher than normal because of those payments that are on the agenda for this evening.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy (13)  


ABSENT:   Davidson (1)
 

REPORT OF OFFICERS APPROVAL OF BILLS - $647,701.35

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Moving onto New Business, the first item on the agenda is an Ordinance rescinding a handicapped parking at 561 N. Washington.  I need a motion to Suspend the Rules.

ALDERMAN TALL:
So moved.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Tall.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Seconded by Alderman Wells-Armstrong to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of the Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy (13)  


ABSENT:   Davidson (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN TALL:
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Tall.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
 Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Seconded by Alderman Wells-Armstrong.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy (13)  


ABSENT:   Davidson



ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 RESCINDING HANDICAPPED

PARKING AT 561 NORTH WASHINGTON AVENUE

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  The next three Ordinances are declaring properties surplus from the Adjudication Department, the Comptroller and the Legal Department.  I see no reason we can’t consolidate these three Ordinances.  So, I need a motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of item B, C and D.

ALDERMAN BROWN:
So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN TETTER:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Seconded by Alderman Tetter.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy (13) 


ABSENT:   Davidson (1)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  Motion to place the three Ordinances on Final Passage.  

ALDERMAN BROWN:
So moved.

ALDERMAN TETTER:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Brown, seconded by Alderman Tetter.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy (13)  


ABSENT:   Davidson (1) 

ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS OF THE CITY OF 

KANKAKEE–ADJUDICATION DEPARTMENT– AND AUTHORIZING THE SALE 

THEREOF

ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS OF THE CITY OF 

KANKAKEE  COMPTROLLER–AND AUTHORIZING THE SALE THEREOF

ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS OF THE CITY OF 

KANKAKEE – LEGAL DEPARTMENT – AND AUTHORIZING THE SALE THEREOF

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  The next item, item E, is a recommendation to award the contract in the amount of $78,222.00 to Gallagher Asphalt Corporation for the street overlay for Tower Road.  I’m going to ask Mr. Tyson to speak to this.  If you remember, we are doing this because the County is also overlaying their portion and it made sense for us both to take care of the entire road at one time.  

DAVID TYSON:
That’s exactly what happened.  The County came to us.  They were overlaying Tower Road.  We do have a segment of Tower Road that is the City’s.  It’s adjacent to, ah, Riverside........or...

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Indian Meadows.

DAVID TYSON:
Indian Meadown Subdivision, right.  They came to us and actually just wanted us to join in with them and actually donate $107,000.00 to pay for our portion of it.  In the discussions with the Mayor, we decided we wanted to go out for bid and see if we could get prices cheaper and, in essence, that’s what we did.  We came up with the bid.  Our prices came back.  Our low bid was $78,222.00 so we saved about $30,000.00 of what we were being asked to bid........or to pay for the road.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Okay, are there any questions before we vote?  Okay, I need a motion to accept the recommendation.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:
So moved, Mayor.

ALDERMAN CRAWFORD:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion by Alderman Osenga, seconded by Alderman Crawford to accept the........to award the contract for $78,222.00 to Gallagher Asphalt.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:


AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy (13)  


ABSENT:   Davidson (1)

RECOMMENDATION TO AWARD THE CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF $78,222.00 

TO GALLAGHER ASPHALT CORPORATION FOR THE 2015 STREET MAINTENANCE

PROGRAM, SECTION 15-00000-00-GM – GROUP 5 – STREET OVERLAY (TOWER ROAD)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
Motion carries.  There is no one signed up for Public Comments this evening and so.........and we do not need an Executive Session.  So, this meeting is concluded.  I need a motion to adjourn.  

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:
So moved.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:
Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN:  
Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderwoman Wells-Armstrong.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 
We are adjourned.  Thank you.














7:12 P.M.

City of Kankakee                                                       City Council Meeting                                                             Page 

                                                                                      September 8, 2015


