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CITY COUNCIL MEETING
OCTOBER 5, 2015     7:00 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Good evening.  I would like to call the meeting to order.  Before we do our prayer, I want to welcome Alderman Davidson back. Applause   It’s good to see him to my left here, so welcome back.  You look great

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:	 Thank you.  It’s good to be back.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	No stress tonight, so you’ll be okay.  At this time I’d like to ask Reverend Ed Kannapel from the Gift of God Street Church to come forward and lead us in  prayer.

REVEREND KANNAPEL:	Will you bow your heads?  Heavenly Father, we come in the name of Jesus and thank You for Your Holy Spirit.  We thank you for all Your blessings.  We ask that You bless this October 5, 2015, Kankakee City Council meeting.  We pray that Your will be done at this meeting as it is in heaven.  We pray that You guide the Kankakee City Council in all the decisions that they make at this meeting for Your glory, honor and praise.  Amen.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Thank you.  Council will lead the Pledge.
 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS AND ALL:	Pledge of Allegiance
	
MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Thank you.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:
PRESENT:   Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Department Heads.

CLERK DUMAS:	
PRESENT: Passwater; Young; Kubal; Bohlen; Power; Dear; Tyson; Cross; Bertrand; Yohnka; Schmitz (11) 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Thank you.  I will entertain a motion to approve the minutes of the September 21, meeting.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:	So moved, Mayor Epstein.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Osenga.  Do I have a second?

ALDERMAN CRAWFORD:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Seconded by Alderman Crawford.  Are there any additions or corrections to the minutes?  Hearing none, all those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO APPROVE CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 21, 2015

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	The minutes are approved.  There are no Petitions.  Moving onto Communications, I believe there is a presentation from the Library.  Steve, is that an actual presentation?

STEVE BERTRAND:	I don’t know about this.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Oh, then I think it’s an information only item.

STEVE BERTRAND:	Okay.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Thank you.  We have the all-important task of establishing Halloween Trick-Or-Treat hours and they will be on Halloween.  We deviated one year.  We will never do that again.  From 5:00 until 7:00 P.M.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:	I so move.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Swanson.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:		Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Seconded by Alderwoman Chasity Wells-Armstrong.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.

ESTABLISHING CITY OF KANKAKEE HALLOWEEN TRICK-OR-TREAT HOURS 
FROM 5:00 P.M. UNTIL 7:00 P.M. ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2015

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion carries. The next item on the agenda is a request from Kankakee Colts Football Team to do their Homecoming Parade.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERMAN DAVIDSON:		So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Davidson.

ALDERMAN BROWN:	Second.



MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Seconded by Alderman Brown to approve the request.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.

KANKAKEE COLTS FOOTBALL TEAM IS REQUESTING PERMISSION TO USE A 
RAIN DATE OF SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2015, BEGINNING AT 10:30 A.M., TO 
HOST THEIR HOMECOMING PARADE (ORIGINAL DATE OF SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 3, 2015 WAS PREVIOUSLY APPROVED)

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	The request is approved.  Last item on the agenda is a request from Aquinas Catholic Academy for their annual Halloween Haunted House.  Do I have a motion to approve?

ALDERWOMAN GALL:	So moved.

ALDERMAN O’BRIEN:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Gall, seconded by Alderman O’Brien.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed.

AQUINAS CATHOLIC ACADEMY AT 366 EAST HICKORY STREET IS REQUESTING STREET CLOSURE OF THE 300 BLOCK OF EAST HICKORY STREET FROM INDIANA AVENUE TO THE ALLEY FOR THEIR ANNUAL HAUNTED HOUSE ON THE FOLLOWING  DATES AND TIMES: OCTOBER 16, 7:00 P.M. UNTIL 10:00 P.M.; OCTOBER 17, 1:00 P.M. UNTIL 3:00 P.M. AND 6:30 P.M. UNTIL 10:00 P.M.; OCTOBER 23, 7:00 P.M. UNTIL 10:00 P.M.; OCTOBER 24, 6:30 P.M. UNTIL 10:00 P.M.; OCTOBER 30, 7:00 P.M. UNTIL 10:00 P.M.; AND OCTOBER 31, 7:00 P.M. UNTIL 11:00 P.M.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	The request is approved.  Standing Committees.  Economic Development.  Alderman Curtis.  

ALDERMAN CURTIS:	Thank you, Mayor.  I’d just like to point out we had a pretty quick meeting because that was the day we had the group from Rock Island which turned out to be a pretty lengthy development.  But, I would like to highlight one thing.  This Saturday at 9:00 (A.M.), the 5th Ward will be doing their Ward Project.  They’ll be meeting at the Community Garden and they’re looking for all Aldermen to volunteer for that effort to clean up the 5th Ward, and any volunteers from the public. 

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Okay, thank you.  Alderman Brown.

ALDERMAN BROWN:	License and Franchise Committee will meet this coming Thursday at 5:15 (P.M.) at the Water Treatment Plant, 1100 E. Cobb Boulevard.  We ask that all men should not wear high heels because the floor is kind of slippery so wear good shoes and I’m asking everybody to the tour because it’s been upgraded and I think we need to see what the water treatment what Aqua Illinois does.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	So, you’re meeting at the plant.

ALDERMAN BROWN:	 At the plant.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Okay.  Thank you.  Alderman Osenga.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:	Mayor, just a reminder, there will not be a Public Safety Meeting tomorrow night.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Thank you.  Any other comments?  Elizabeth.

ELIZABETH KUBAL:	The Budget Committee meeting is on Tuesday next week, not Monday which is a holiday.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Thank you.  Moving onto the Report of Officers.  If you’ll notice, the bills are significantly higher this month.  And, really, that is because there is a payment to the Police Pension Fund for just shy of $1,000,000.00.  As well as a couple of large bills to our insurances and things.  So, I just wanted to point out that we haven’t seen a set of bills this high for quite some time.  A motion to approve the bills.

ALDERMAN FAFORD:	Your honor, I would move we approve the Report of Officers, place the money in the proper accounts and pay the bills in the amount of $1,431,535.49.

ALDERMAN TALL:		And, I’ll second the motion.  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Faford, seconded by Alderman Tall.  Are there any questions?  Okay, roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MOTION TO APPROVE REPORT OF OFFICERS, APPROVAL OF BILLS $1,431,535.49

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion carries.  There is no Unfinished Business.  Moving onto New Business, we have two Ordinances rescinding handicapped parking.  I’m going to consolidate them.  The first Ordinance rescinds the handicapped parking at 942 S. Sixth.  The other one rescinds the handicapped parking at 355 S. Fraser.  Motion to Suspend the Rules.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:	I’d so move.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Osenga to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of these two Ordinances.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion carries.  Motion to place the two Ordinances on Final Passage.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:	I so move.

ALDERMAN OSENGA:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Swanson, seconded by Alderman Osenga. Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14) 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 RESCINDING HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 942 SOUTH SIXTH AVENUE

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32, SECTION 231 RESCINDING HANDICAPPED PARKING AT 355 SOUTH FRASER AVENUE

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion carries.  The next item on the agenda is an Ordinance declaring certain property that is surplus from the Police Department and it is a 2011 Ford Crown Victoria.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN OSENGA:	So moved, Mayor.  

ALDERMAN CRAWFORD:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Osenga, seconded by Alderman Crawford to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of this Ordinance.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  
MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion carries.  Motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.  

ALDERMAN OSENGA:	So moved, Mayor Epstein.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Osenga.

ALDERMAN CRAWFORD:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Seconded by Alderman Crawford.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE - KANKAKEE POLICE DEPARTMENT – AND AUTHORIZING THE SALE THEREOF

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion carries.  The next two items are the Ordinances that are required in order to complete the TIF District for Meadowview.  Jeff Bennett is here representing the developer.  We’ve spoken extensively about the creation of this TIF, so these are the two Ordinances that we must pass in order to establish it.  One is the boundaries and the other Ordinance refers to the redevelopment agreement.  I’m going to do them independently because we really should take two votes.  We should separate them.  So, the first is the Ordinance that is designating the actual Meadowview Tax Increment Redevelopment Project area.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?  

ALDERMAN TALL:		I would make a motion to Suspend the Rules that would interfere with the passage of this Ordinance.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Tall.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG: 	Seconded by Alderwoman Wells-Armstrong.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion carries.  A motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN TALL:		So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Tall.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:		Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Second by Alderwoman Wells-Armstrong.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14) 
  
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE, ILLINOIS DESIGNATING THE MEADOWVIEW TAX INCREMENT REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA PURSUANT 
TO THE TAX INCREMENT ALLOCATION REDEVELOPMENT ACT

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion carries.  The next Ordinance is establishing the Redevelopment Plan for the Meadowview TIF.  Do I have a motion to Suspend the Rules?

ALDERMAN TALL:		So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Tall.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:		Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Second by Alderwoman Wells-Armstrong.  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion carries.  A motion to place the Ordinance on Final Passage.

ALDERMAN TALL:		So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	A motion by Alderman Tall.

ALDERWOMAN WELLS-ARMSTRONG:	 	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Seconded by Alderwoman Wells-Armstrong.  Are there any questions?  Roll call.

CLERK DUMAS:	
AYE: Tetter; Brown; Curtis; Baron; Wells-Armstrong; Tall; Faford; Swanson; Crawford; Osenga; O’Brien; Gall; Kennedy; Davidson (14)  
	
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KANKAKEE, ILLINOIS APPROVING A REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE MEADOWVIEW TAX INCREMENT REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion carries.  Thank you for the approval of these two Ordinances.  I think the creation of this TIF will certainly allow the developer to do some extensive projects in that area and the more extensive the projects, the greater the sales tax the City will receive as well as property taxes.  So, again, thank you for that.  There are no appointments this evening and there are no Motions and Resolutions and there are no Public Comments.  I’d like to stretch this out so it’s not the shortest meeting.

NANCY SMITHBERG:	It’s not.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	It’s not.  No, we’ve already passed that.

NANCY SMITHBERG:	But, it’s close.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	There’s no Executive Session that is required this evening so I would entertain a motion to adjourn.

ALDERWOMAN SWANSON:	So moved.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Motion by Alderman Swanson.

ALDERWOMAN KENNEDY:	Second.

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	Seconded by Alderwoman Kennedy.  All those in favor, aye.  Opposed, same sign.

MOTION TO ADJOURN CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MAYOR EPSTEIN: 	We are adjourned.  
												7:13 P.M.
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